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Release Notes  

Administration 
 

New Granular Permissions  
 
LibLime has added new granular permissions for staff access.  Set these through patron record 
display, More, Set Permissions.  The syspref GranularPermissions must be turned on for the 
detailed permissions to take effect.  As with other permissions, an account with superlibrarian 
privileges has all rights and does not need individual permission settings. 
 
Circulate books 

 (bookdrop) User can activate bookdrop mode in checkin 
 (change_circ_date_and_time) User can change circulation checkin date 
 (change_due_date) User can specify a due date other than in the circulation rules 
 (change_lost_status) User can set the item lost status 
 (circulate_remaining_permissions)  Remaining circulation permissions 
 (exempt_fines) User can activate exempt fines in checkin 
 (fast_add) User can use fast add functionality in checkout 
 (override_checkout_max) User can override the checkout maximum (NOTE: user needs 

to click the override message before entering the barcode or trying to check out material.) 
 (override_max_fines) User can override block for patron over max fine limit (NOTE: 

user needs to click the override message before entering the barcode or trying to check 
out material.) 

 (override_non_circ) User can override the not for loan check 
 (override_renewals) Override blocked renewals (NOTE: The override is only activated if 

the barcode is entered via the Circulation checkout box, not via the patron display’s 
checkout history. There it produces a “renewal failed” message.)                        

 (renew_expired) User can renew an expired borrower in checkout  
 (view_borrower_name_in_checkin) User can see the borrower name in checkin 
 (view_checkout) view items checked out to a borrower in checkout tab  

 
Add or modify borrowers 

 (add_borrowers) User can add a borrower record 
 (delete_borrowers) User can delete borrower record 
 (edit_borrower_circnote) User can edit the contents of the borrower circulation note 
 (edit_borrower_opacnote) User can edit the contents of the borrower opac note         
 (edit_borrowers) User can edit borrower record 
 (view_borrowers) Access to borrower screens if no other permissions set  

 
Reserve Books For Patrons 

 (add_holds) User can create hold requests  
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 (delete_holds) User can delete hold requests from circulation 
 (delete_waiting_holds) User can delete holds that are waiting for pickup 
 (edit_holds) User can edit hold requests (including suspend holds) 
 (reorder_holds) User can reorder hold requests (requires edit_holds to be set) 
 (view_holds) User can view holds (Added because this ability would otherwise be 

removed if user had no edit/delete permissions) 
 
Edit Catalogue (Modify bibliographic/holdings data) 

 (add_bibliographic) Create a bibliographic record 
 (add_items) Create or copy a new item 
 (delete_items) Delete an item 
 (edit_bibliographic) Edit a bibliographic record 
 (edit_items) Edit an item record 
 (delete_bibliographic) Delete a bibliographic record 
 (view) User may view bibliographic title and item info if other permissions are not set 

 
Update borrower charges 

 (accept_payment) User can accept payment (including manual credit) from borrower 
 (add_charges) Add a charge to a patron record 
 (edit_charges) User can change a fee record (controls the Reverse payment function) 
 (writeoff_charges) User can write off a charge  
 (view_charges) User can view a borrower's fines and charges 

 
Tools 

 (batch_edit_items) Governs access to to batch item edit function. 
 
 

Add XSLT Support for Staff Search Results and Record Details  
 
This version incorporates XSLT display support for staff results and title detail screen, including 
the 245 subfields h, b, n, and p.  The existing system preferences XSLTResultsDisplay and 
XSLTDetailsDisplay now turn on XSLT support for the staff interface.  The new system 
preferences OPACXSLTResultsDisplay and OPACXSLTDetailsDisplay control support for the 
OPAC. 
 
Another new system preference (DisplayStafficonsXSLT) turns on or off the display of the 
format and material type icons in staff mode; this is similar to the earlier 
DisplayOPACiconsXSLT syspref which controls that in the OPAC. 

 

Store Stylesheets on Remote Servers  
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Koha has had the ability to use an auxiliary stylesheet to override default settings for colors, 
fonts, etc.  This is specified in the misleadingly-named syspref opaccolorstylesheet.  However, 
until now this secondary stylesheet has had to be stored on the same server, which limits 
librarian access for changes.  This feature allows sites to enter a full URL in this syspref for a 
stylesheet stored on another server. 
 
 

Reports 
 

Multiple Selections in Report Wizards  
 
Under Reports, in either Guided Reports or the various Statistics reports, this feature allows staff 
users to make multiple search selections for fields such as item type, patron category, etc.  The 
selection will appear in a list and you can then make another selection for the same criterion.  If 
you add one by mistake, there is a Remove link.  For Guided Reports, proceed through the 
various selection steps (Build New, Type of Report, etc.) until you get to a screen where you can 
choose limiting criteria from a pulldown. 
 
Guided report step 4: 
 

 
 
Statistics report: 
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Bugfix to Allow User Specified Limit in  
 
Koha had a hard-coded limit of 10,000 lines maximum for report downloads.  This bugfix allows 
users to specify their own (higher) limits if desired, by adding a LIMIT NNNN to the saved SQL 
statement (where NNNN is the number of lines). 
 
 

Back Button in Report Creation  
 
LibLime added a Back button to use during the Guided Reports steps to move back to earlier 
selection screens.  (NOTE: at present it is not possible to preserve database field selections (title, 
surname, etc.) made on the "Information to Display" screen. 
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Use Slave Database for Reports  
 
The system can be configured to run Koha reports against a backup database rather than the 
primary database.  This is useful for sites which routinely need to run large reports; such reports 
can slow performance on the primary system and affect daily operations such as circulation.  
LibLime must configure and enable this option; open a support center ticket if you are interested. 
 

Patrons and Holds 
 

Preventing On-Shelf Holds in the Library  

The AllowOnShelfHoldsInLibrary preference determines whether patrons can place holds while 
they are physically in the library, as determined by their source IP. This preference will only be 
meaningful if AllowOnShelfHolds is on.  AllowOnShelfHoldsInLibrary and Library IP 
addresses for each library must be set in Administration > Libraries and Groups. 
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When a patron is identified as being in the library (by their source IP address) and tries to place a 
hold on an item that is on the shelf in that library, the following message appears in the OPAC: 

 

 

Automated Patron Import Script  
 

This feature allows for a patron record dump to be exported from another system (HR, school 
registrar, etc.) on a regular basis and placed on the Koha server.  A new script in kohaclone/misc 
named import_borrowers-cli.pl can run as a regular cron job to load that patron record file; it can 
also use a file that sets some default entries such as circ notes or patron category.  Entries in the 
default file will override entries in the patron .csv file.  The patron record dump must be 
formatted in the normal Koha patron .csv style, with dates formatted as YYYY-MM-DD: 
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borrowernumber,cardnumber,surname,firstname,title,othernames,initials,streetn
umber,streettype,address,address2,city,zipcode,country,email,phone,mobile,fax
,emailpro,phonepro,B_streetnumber,B_streettype,B_address,B_address2,B_city,B_
zipcode,B_country,B_email,B_phone,dateofbirth,branchcode,categorycode,dateenr
olled,dateexpiry,gonenoaddress,lost,debarred,contactname,contactfirstname,con
tacttitle,guarantorid,borrowernotes,relationship,ethnicity,ethnotes,sex,passw
ord,flags,userid,opacnote,contactnote,sort1,sort2,altcontactfirstname,altcont
actsurname,altcontactaddress1,altcontactaddress2,altcontactaddress3,altcontac
tzipcode,altcontactcountry,altcontactphone,smsalertnumber 

,22300009456,EBEDIR,CAHRINTISA,,,A.,,,9 Second Street,,"ANYTOWN, 
TX",12345,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,1987-03-20,BRANCH1,STUDENT,1999-01-23,2010-10-
15,,0,,,,,,,,,,F,12345,,12300009456,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

,22300019456,EBBEN,AARWA,,,B.,,,19 Second Street,,"ANYTOWN, 
TX",12345,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,1990-05-07,BRANCH1,TEACHER,1998-08-24,2011-03-
20,,0,,,,,,,,,,F,12345,,12300019456,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

The defaults file is formatted as variable/value pairs, one per line, separated by an '=' sign.  For 
example: 

zipcode=97211 
dateexpiry=2010-12-31 

 

The import_borrowers-cli.pl script usage is:   

import_borrowers-cli.pl [options] 
Options: 
  --infile=<filename>        : read data from filename instead of stdin 
  --defaultsfile=<filename> : read defaults from filename 
  --matchpoint=<string>      : match for collisions on this field 
  --overwrite               : overwrite collisions with new values 
  --verbose                 : be noisier 
  --help                    : show this message 
 

A sample manual script run would look like: 

perl import_borrowers-cli.pl --infile=newpatrons.csv --defaultsfile=patrons-
defaults.csv --matchpoint=cardnumber --overwrite –verbose 
 

This would tell the system to load the file newpatrons.csv, matching on cardnumber, overwriting 
any existing patron records, and applying any default values in the file patrons-default.csv. 
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Sample output from the script run might look like: 
 

Successful imports: 0 

Record overwrites: 2 

Not overwritten: 0 

Bogus entries: 0 

 

 

Patron Batch Edit and Batch Delete  
 
LibLime developed a feature for patron batch editing and deleting.  Under patron search results, 
you can check entries to be added to the Borrower Cart and then click the Add Selected 
Borrowers to Cart button. 
 
 

 
 
Clicking on the Borrower Cart link opens the cart: 
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If the Batch Edit button is clicked, after an “are you sure” prompt a screen opens with edit fields: 
 

 
 
When the screen is saved, the patrons are edited and the staff user is given the option of 
emptying the basket: 
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The process for batch delete is similar; click on the Batch Delete button in the basket.  Note that 
the system will not remove a patron with checkouts.  It will remove patrons with holds (and will 
delete the hold).  A new syspref, BatchMemberDeleteFineThreshhold, controls deletion of 
patrons with fines.  Set this to a dollar amount; batch delete will remove patrons with fines under 
that amount but blocks removal of patrons with fines at or over that amount. 
 
After use, a popup appears asking if cart contents should be deleted.  With the syspref set to 4.99, 
two of the deletions in this example are blocked but another with a lower fine amount ($0.20 -- 
IALMISI, AMASDA)  is allowed: 
 

 
 
 
 

Patron Improved Searching  
 
LibLime has added email, phone number, and borrower number to the standard search, and also 
created an optional SQL patron search to identify patrons meeting specific criteria.  There are 
pulldown options to select searching on email, phone number, or borrower number.  Syntax for 
standard search is unchanged.  For email or phone number, use an asterisk (e.g., *555-1212 or 
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*.comcast.net).  Note that searching (212) 555-1212 and 212 555 1212 are not equivalent -- you 
have to search phone numbers as originally created, or truncate to just a part (like *1212*).  
 

 
 
The display of the SQL search option is controlled by a syspref, ShowPatronSearchBySQL.  The 
first part of the SQL statement (select * from borrowers etc.) is hardcoded and cannot be 
removed.  To do a SQL search, continue the statement using the same syntax as in a report (e.g., 
where surname = 'Smith').  The feature will strip out any SQL statement after a semicolon, to 
guard against additional database manipulation. 
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Lost Card Tracking  
 
This feature allows staff to track multiple card numbers for a patron.  When a staff person edits a 
patron record, changes the card number, and saves the change, the old card number will appear 
in the Previous Cardnumbers box on the display screen along with the date.  Old card numbers 
are still searchable.  If an old card number is scanned for checkout, a warning about using a lost 
card appears in red on the checkout screen.  If a card is found, it may be returned to active use in 
the patron record by clicking the Restore button in the Previous Cardnumbers section. 
 

 
 
 
 

Override Max Fines  
 
This LibLime feature allows selective overrides of checkouts for patrons who are blocked 
because of amount owed.  Use the new system preference AllowOverrideLogin to determine if 
staff can override a checkout that would be otherwise blocked because of amount owed (defined 
in the syspref noissuescharge).  If on, and the staff person has the granular permission 
override_max_fines, an Override button will appear on the checkout tab next to the line about 
how much is owed in fines.  If on, and the staff person does not have that granular permission, an 
Override Login button will appear on the top menu bar of the patron Checkout tab.  A supervisor 
can use that to enter a login which will make the fine override button appear for that checkout 
only.  Staff can then click the fine override button to proceed with the checkout. 
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Track Borrower Changes  
 
This feature tracks the staff login id or initials on the borrower registration record and also tracks 
the staff member involved in changes to borrower record (includes date of record creation or 
change as well).  See Revision History tab at bottom of patron Detail page. 
 

 
 
 

Borrower History Retention  
 
Under the Circulation History tab, there are now sections for Reserves and Sent Notices history. 
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Limit On-Shelf Holds  
 
LibLime added a function to limit the number of on-shelf holds a patron can place in one day.  
Set the new syspref MaxShelfHoldsPerDay to the desired number; in staff and OPAC modes up 
to that many on-shelf holds can be placed per patron per day.  A message will appear if you try 
to place more than that number.  Staff may override the message and place additional holds for a 
patron; patrons will be unable to place more holds in the OPAC.  (Also see the instructions 
below for Maximum Fines, Maximum Holds, and Editing of Circulation Rules feature.) 
 

Maximum Fines, Maximum Holds, and Editing of Circulation Rules  
 
LibLime added three new system preferences and made changes in circulation rules to allow 
more control over fines and holds: 
 

 UseGranularMaxFines (if enabled, this allows you to define the maximum fine charged 
for an item by a combination of itemtype and patroncategory in the circ rule) 

 UseGranularMaxHolds (if enabled, this allows you to define the maximum number of 
holds by a combination of itemtype and patroncategory in the circ rule) 

 WarnOnlyOnMaxFine (if UseGranularMaxFines and WarnOnlyOnMaxFine are both 
enabled, popup fine warnings at checkout will only occur when the fine for an item hits 
the max fine attribute set in the circ rules).  
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In circulation rules, click the Edit link -- this will copy the values from that line into the editing 
line at the bottom.  Enter desired values into the new columns Max Accruable Fine Per Issue and 
Max Number of Holds, and click the Update button to save the changes.   
 
If on-shelf holds are allowed and the MaxShelfHoldsPerDay syspref is set, the number in the 
max holds setting in the circ rule will override that syspref setting.  For example, if 
MaxShelfHoldsPerDay is five and the circ rule max hold setting is three, the patron will be 
unable to place more than three on-shelf holds for that item type; the patron can place two more 
on-shelf holds for a different item type.  NOTE:  If the new suspend holds feature is 
implemented, and there are suspended holds for the item types with max hold settings, those 
suspended holds will not be counted in the number of allowable holds. 
 

 
 
 
In staff mode, a warning pops up when staff try to place a hold for a patron: 
 

 
 
In the OPAC, a patron will see a similar warning if the total number of on-shelf holds is reached: 
 

 
 
Or if a particular item type’s max hold setting is reached: 
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Predefined Borrower Notes  
 
Instead of using the staff/opac notes field in the patron record, this LibLime feature uses a 
separate messaging system and table.   For predefined notes, create (if necessary) authorized 
value category BOR_NOTES and add entries (e.g., "You left your umbrella at the library").  On 
the Checkout tab of patron record, click Add A New Message.  Select from the pulldown 
whether it's intended for patron or library staff.  You can either use the pulldown for a canned 
message or enter a free text message in the field.  Save the message.  Notes to library staff will 
show up on the patron record’s Checkout tab; notes to patron will show in both the staff 
Checkout tab and in the patron’s OPAC login.  When a message has been created, there will be a 
link next to it to delete it. 
 
Message for other staff (using predefined note): 
 

 
 
Visible on checkout tab: 
 

 
 
Message for patron (using free text entry): 
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Visible in OPAC: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Expired/Cancelled Holds Report and Setting Expiration Dates  
 
Koha had no mechanism for removing holds from the table once they had expired or been 
cancelled, and expiration dates were calculated on the fly based on the value in the 
ReservesMaxPickUpDelay syspref.  LibLime added a field named expirationdate to the reserves 
and old_reserves tables.  When a hold is triggered, the expiration date is calculated based on the 
syspref and is recorded in the new field.  The system will check the library calendar and will not 
set a hold expiration date on a closed date.  We wrote a script 
(misc/cronjobs/holds/expireholds.pl) which should be run nightly to clear expired holds from the 
active table based on this expiration date field. 
 
Once holds have expired or been cancelled, library staff need an easy way to know which items 
to pull from the hold pickup shelf.  We wrote two reports, Expired Holds and Cancelled Holds 
(found under the Reports section).  These are identical except for checking naturally expired 
holds versus actively cancelled ones.  (The function had to be split into two reports because of 
the complicated queries needed to pull the data.) 
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We have also made improvements to the holds to pull report, adding author, collection code, and 
(when item-specific hold) barcode to the output: 
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Display of Hold Expiration Date  
 
When a hold is triggered and the expiration date set as above, LibLime added that date to both 
staff and OPAC displays. 
 
OPAC display: 
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Allow Multiple Holds on Items for One Title  
 
Koha does not normally allow the same patron to place holds on more than one item on the same 
title.  LibLime developed a feature to allow this for specified item types such as serials or multi-
volume DVDs.  Enter a list of item type codes (like "PER JPER") in the new syspref 
AllowMultipleHoldsPerBib.  The list must be surrounded by double quotes. 
 

 
 
 
Patrons or staff will then be able to place multiple holds on a specific copy of a title matching 
those item types.  Other item types will still block more than one hold per title. 
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Suspend and Reactivate Holds  
 
Patrons frequently ask to suspend holds while on vacation.  This LibLime-developed feature 
allows either patrons or staff to suspend a hold and either reactivate it manually or on a specified 
date.  To suspend one, click the Suspend link in the list of holds.  The suspended holds retain 
their number in line.  An unsuspended hold with a priority of 3 would resume being a priority of 
3, unless there are fewer holds than that, in which case it will go to the end of the queue.  The 
feature does not allow holds that are waiting for pickup to be suspended.   Staff or patrons may 
add a date to resume holds; this requires the nightly cronjob of resume_suspended_reserves.pl to 
reactivate holds. 
 
OPAC display: 
 

 
 

Hold Display Status  
 
In response to concerns about on-hold items showing as available, LibLime modified both staff 
and OPAC displays.  When a hold is triggered both staff and OPAC will show the status as 
Unavailable in the results list.  In the record detail page, the item will show as on hold if it's an 
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item-specific hold, or the page will say how many holds there are if they are next-available-copy 
holds. 
 
Staff results list display: 
 

 
 
Staff title display: 
 

 
 
OPAC results list display: 
 

 
 
OPAC title display: 
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Place Hold Option on Checkout Tab  
 
On the checkout tab of a patron record, LibLime has added a Search to Hold section with a 
Search link, to make placing holds for that patron easier.  Click that link and a popup window 
allows you to do a search.   
 

 
 
Popup search screen: 
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The results list for that search has a "place hold for patronname" link; if you select a particular 
title, the “place hold” link is there as well.  Clicking that button will bring up the hold screen for 
that title, with the patron's name filled in.  Click Place Hold to complete the hold, then close the 
popup window.  If desired, refresh the patron display to update the hold list. 
 
Results list: 
 

 
 
Title display: 

 
 
 

Hold Policies by Patron Category  
 
Previous changes to the circ rules allowed an overall setting; LibLime added a field to specify 
whether holds are allowed from any library, from the user's home library, or not allowed at all 
for any patron category/item type combination.   
 
 

 
 
 
 



LibLime Koha 4.2 Release Notes  Page 29 

Copyright 2011: LibLime – A Division of LIBLIME, Inc. 

Fees for Holds  
 
This LibLime-developed feature allows charging a hold fee by item type, not just patron 
category.  Set the hold fee in the item type.   
 
 

 
 
When a hold is triggered for a patron, the charge should show immediately on the patron record.  
NOTE:  If both the item type and the patron category have hold fees, the fees will be combined 
into one total (e.g., 1.00 on item type and .50 on patron category will result in a hold fee of 1.50).  
If the item type also has a rental charge, that will be charged at checkout. 
 
Fine list entry: 
 

 
 
 
 

Turn Off Various Hold Trigger Buttons if Desired  
 
Some libraries do not want staff to have the option of one or more of the buttons that normally 
display when a hold is triggered.  For example, the site may want to force staff to always use 
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Print Slip and Confirm rather than just Confirm.  This LibLime-developed feature adds new 
sysprefs HoldButtonConfirm, HoldButtonPrintConfirm, and HoldButtonIgnore to toggle on or 
off the display of the buttons Confirm Hold, Print Slip and Confirm, and Ignore when a hold is 
triggered. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Block OPAC Renewals for Excessive Fines  
 
This LibLime-developed feature allows libraries to block OPAC renewals if the total owed in 
fines exceeds a certain level.  Set the syspref OPACFineNoRenewals to the desired threshold.  
With fines below or at that number, patrons can renew through OPAC; above the number, 
renewals aren't allowed and patron gets a message to that effect. 
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Copy Patron Record  
 
This LibLime-developed feature allows staff to take an existing patron record and use it as a 
template to create a new patron record, copying most information but not the first name or 
barcode.  This is intended to help in adding multiple family members but differs from the 
existing Add Child function in that it does not assume the new patron is a child, or set guarantor 
information.  With the add_borrower granular permission on, view a patron record and go under 
More, Copy Patron.  The edit screen will display with most information already filled in. 
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Display Patron Middle Initial  
 
This LibLime-developed feature relabels the old Initial field in the patron record to Middle 
Initial, and displays the middle initial in search results and on the patron display.  Display is 
controlled with the syspref DisplayInitials. 
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Patron search results: 
 

 
 
Circulation, Checkout search results: 
 

 
 

Prompt to Save Patron Edits  
 
This LibLime-developed feature prompts a staff person to confirm changes when a patron record 
is edited. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lost, Claims Returned Displays on Patron Record  
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For this LibLime feature, if the syspref MarkLostItemsReturned is on, lost items will be 
discharged from the patron.  Otherwise, lost items will remain checked out to the patron.  Both 
lost and claims returned items will show on the patron Details tab in a brief display, with the 
replacement cost and barcode links to the title record(s). 
 

 
 
 
 

Fines 
 

Partial Fine Payment  
 
This LibLime-developed feature allows patrons to make partial payments of outstanding charges, 
rather than paying all or nothing.  With the accept_payment granular permission on, go to a 
patron record's Fines tab, Pay Fines.  You can click Pay next to a particular fine; this will take 
you to another screen where you can enter (if desired) a partial amount to be paid against that 
fine.  Click Confirm to make the payment.  
 
Alternatively, on the Pay Fines tab, click Pay Amount at the bottom of the screen.  This will take 
you to another screen where you can enter a partial payment to be deducted from the total 
amount owed.  If this approach is used, the payment will be applied in order (from the top down) 
to the entries in the fine list. 
 
For Writeoff, with the writeoff_charges granular permission set, on the Pay Fines tab there will 
be a Writeoff button next to each fine.  Clicking it takes you to another screen where you can 
confirm the writeoff. 
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Clicking Pay next to a specific entry: 

 
 
Clicking Pay Amount: 
 

 
 
 

Billing Notice and Debt Collection  
 
LibLime wrote a feature to send patrons billing notices and then refer them to a debt collection 
agency if fines are not paid.  For the billing notice, create a circulation notice file named 
BILLING with appropriate text.  Turn on the syspref EnableOwedNotification and set the 
syspref OwedNotificationValue to the desired threshold value (i.e., any total amount owed at or 
above this level will generate a billing notice).  The script amountdue_notices.pl will need to be 
scheduled to run nightly; it will generate email notices to patrons.  There is also a print notice 
option for patrons without email addresses; run cron job as perl amountdue_notices.pl -v -html 
/path/to/notice/directory -- it will name the file amtduenotices-datestamp.   
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The debt collection piece is a script that checks for patrons who received the billing notice but 
haven’t yet paid.  The output is in the format specified by Unique Management Inc.; it could be 
adapted to other collection agencies.  Options are configured via command line to the script. As 
well as the original debt collect notification, when a patron makes a payment which needs to be 
submitted as an update to the company, the script checks for all activity since the last report date, 
and bundles it all into an update.  It actually compares the current total and the last reported total, 
then tries to resolve that by checking for payments.  There is a command line option to exclude 
patrons with notify dates older than a specified number of days.  Sample command line options: 
perl debt_collect.pl --w 21 --to email1,email2  --confirm --ignore LS,SO,ILL --verbose --max-
wait 180  The --w option is number of days after billing notice, the --max-wait option says to not 
notify anyone with a notify date older than number of days specified, and the --ignore option 
specifies patron categories not to be sent to debt collect (such as library staff). 
 
 
 

Calculate Fines on Claims Returned Items  
 
LibLime wrote a feature to stop fine accrual on claims returned items.  Create an authorized 
value of type LOST named "Claims Returned".  Enter the integer value of that entry into the 
syspref ClaimsReturnedValue.  The fines cron will not accrue fines on items marked claims 
returned from the date they are so marked until they are checked in. 
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Pre-Defined Fee Types  
 
This LibLime-developed feature gives staff the ability to define certain standard fees and to use 
those fees when creating a manual invoice on a patron record.  If necessary, create the authorized 
value category MANUAL_INV (under Administration, Authorized values).  Then select 
MANUAL_INV from the pulldown. Click the new Authorized Value for MANUAL_INV 
button, and create a new fee type.  The authorized values table will not allow identical values 
even with different descriptions.  Enter the fee DESCRIPTION in the value field, and the 
VALUE in the description field -- the script will switch them into the appropriate place when 
creating a manual invoice.   
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To use, go into a patron record and create a manual invoice (on the Fines tab), using that fee 
type. 
 

 
 
Fines display: 
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List Fines by Type on Checkout Tab  
 
If the new syspref CircFinesBreakdown is turned on, this LibLime feature will break down fines 
by type (Overdue fees, Replacement fees, Reserve Fees, Other, Credit, etc.) on the patron 
Checkout tab.  Otherwise the screen just shows the total amount owed. 
 

 
 
 

Block Payment of Outstanding Fines  
 
Some libraries want to prevent patrons from paying accruing fines until the overdue item is 
returned; LibLime developed a feature for this.  With the syspref 
EnableOverdueAccruedAmount on, overdue fines accrue on items checked out but are not 
payable until the item is returned.  Overdue items show on the fines list, but the Pay/Writeoff 
buttons are unavailable.  Payment of accrued fines is allowed when an item is returned or is 
marked Lost. 
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Circulation 
 

Course Reserves  
We’ve ported over the course reserves module from LLEK, and added sorting, display, and 
navigation enhancements.  Turn this on with the system preference CourseReserves under 
Administration, System Preferences, Local Use.  Under Administration, Authorized Values, add 
a shelving location for Reserve (LOC category), and create department and term values under the 
new categories DEPARTMENT and TERM.  There are new granular permissions as well, 
"View, Create, Edit and Delete Courses", "Basic Course Reserves access" for viewing and 
putting items on reserve, and "Take items off course reserve".  For staff without superlibrarian 
access, set those permissions in the patron record under More, Set Permissions: 
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Then, under Circulation, Course Reserves, you can create new courses.  The Department and 
Term pulldowns are linked to the authorized values in the previous step.  Fill out the Course 
Number, Section, and Course Name fields.   
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You may also enter staff and public notes, and a student count.  Then click the Submit button at 
the bottom.  Once the course is saved, in the middle of the screen you will have a lookup box for 
instructor names (there must be patron records for all instructors).  Start typing a name and you 
should get a dropdown list of possible matches: 

 

 
(If you don’t get a dropdown list, check to see if the CircAutoCompl syspref is on.)  Select the 
name you want, and click the Add Instructor button: 
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You can add multiple instructors; a Remove link next to an instructor name on the screen allows 
you to remove an instructor if needed.  When finished, click the Submit button at the bottom 
again to save the record. 

 

Courses can be viewed, edited, disabled, or deleted under Circulation, Course Reserves: 

 
Courses are also visible in the OPAC by clicking on the Course Reserves link in the masthead; a 
search box there gives the option to search by name, department, course number, term, notes or 
instructor name: 

 

 
To add titles/items to a course, in staff mode click on the name of the course in the list, then click 
Put Items on Reserve: 
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On the following screen, scan barcodes for each item to be added (all items/titles must have a 
record in the system including temporary and instructor copies): 
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You can leave the item type, collection code, shelving location, and library as they are, or change 
them for the duration of the reserve.  Click Submit to add an item.  You will then see the title on 
the course-specific page in either staff or OPAC: 

 
OPAC: 
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Staff: 

 

 
In both staff and OPAC, the record display for a title will show if it is on reserve for one or more 
courses: 
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Block Checkout of Items on  
 
LibLime added a layer of staff control with a feature requiring an override for held items 
checkout.  With the new syspref DisableHoldsIssueOverrideUnlessAuthorised turned on, if a 
staff person tries checking something with a confirmed hold for one patron out to a different 
patron, a screen will come up asking for an override.  The override requires a superlibrarian ID 
and password.  Without the syspref turned on, any staff can override the warning and check the 
item out to a different patron.   
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Backdate Due  
 
Sites occasionally want to set a due date in the past for testing purposes.  With this LibLime 
feature, if the change_due_date granular permission is on, set the syspref AllowDueDateInPast, 
then check out an item and use the calendar to set a date in the past. 
 
 
 

Change Checkin Date 
 
Sites may want to change the checkin date in unusual circumstances (separate from bookdrop 
checkin).  For this LibLime feature, with the change_circ_date_and_time granular permission set 
and the new syspref AllowCheckInDateChange turned on, go to the Checkin screen.  There will 
be an option to override check in date; click the calendar gadget and select a new date.  Note that 
this does NOT forgive fines that have accrued. 
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Print Option for Hold and Overdue Notices  
 
 
LibLime has added an option to print hold and overdue notices for patrons who have no email 
addresses in their records.  Any patron with an email address will get an email notice as usually; 
this feature only applies when no address is present.  The overdue notices are an adaptation of 
the existing overdues cron job; the hold notices require running a new script nightly to gather 
notices which could not be emailed.  For overdues, the same notice text file is used; for holds, a 
new notice named HOLD_PRINT is needed.  In both cases, lay out the notice file to match the 
format of your mailer (Z-mailer or other), including blank lines and spacing over to an address 
window.  The notice text is wrapped in <pre> </pre> tags by the script (to preserve formatting) 
and the output sent to an html file in a web-accessible directory.  Staff can then open the file in a 
browser and send it to print; a page break code forces each notice to print on a new page. 
 

 
 
Since automated mailer forms usually cannot cope with text that runs longer than one page, a 
new syspref PrintNoticesMaxLines will only print the number of items in that syspref and 
truncate the list of items at that point, with a note that the patron should check the full list of 
overdues in the OPAC.  Calculate that figure by counting number of lines in your notice text.  
Then decide how many lines/items can print and still stay within the page length.  This setting 
only affects print notices; emailed notices will contain the full list. 
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Item Type Trigger for Hold Notices  
Koha only allowed setting notice triggers by patron category; this LibLime feature adds a 
separate table for setting triggers by item type.  If using both original notice triggers and item 
type triggers (not recommended), we suggest using different notice files for each so it's easier to 
check (different notice names/text recorded in logs).  NOTE:  Patrons may receive multiple 
overdue notices if they have items of different types overdue, because the script processes one 
item type at a time. 
 
 

 
 
 

Renewal Source  
 
This LibLime feature shows in the patron Checkout tab how many renewals have been made 
total, and how many of those were done through the OPAC. 
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Fast Adds at Circulation  
 
This LibLime feature allows circ staff to create a brief record at checkout.  With the fast_add 
granular permission set, if a staff person tries to check out a barcode that doesn't exist in the 
system, the system will give an alert that the item doesn't exist.  There will be an option to create 
a brief record with the “Fast Bib Add” button.   
 

 
 
Adding a record: 
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When the item is checked back in, the system should alert the staff member to send the item and 
brief record to Cataloging for full MARC record creation. 
 

 
 
 
 

Check In Damaged  
 
If an item's status is set to damaged while it is checked out, and there are existing holds on the 
item, checking the item in will not trigger the next hold in this LibLime-developed feature.  
Instead, a screen message will advise that there are holds waiting but the item is damaged.  If 
there are multiple items and others are available, a screen message says so; staff should retrieve 
one of the other items to trigger and fill holds. 
 
If no other items available: 
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If other items are available: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Clear Borrower Record After Checkout  
 
LibLime has written two features to clear the screen after a patron checkout, a button for manual 
use and a timeout for a prompt.  To clear manually, turn on the syspref 
DisplayClearScreenButton.  On Checkout screen, click Clear Screen button to clear. 
 
For the timeout, set the syspref CheckoutTimeout to some value (in seconds).  When on the 
patron Checkout tab, after the specified period of inactivity, a "Circ Timeout – Are you finished 
with this patron?" prompt appears. 
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Turn Off Returns Column in Patron Record Display  
 
If the new syspref PatronDisplayReturn is off, the Return column does not display in the list of 
checkouts on the patron Details or Checkout tab.  Returning items from these pages can skip 
some or all of the standard circulation functions that returning through Circulation, Checkin 
checks (including triggering holds).  LibLime wrote this patch to give libraries the ability to turn 
off the return option on the patron tabs.  This forces staff to use the proper workflow for 
checking in items. 
 
With the column turned off, renew is the only option: 
 

 
 
 
 



LibLime Koha 4.2 Release Notes  Page 55 

Copyright 2011: LibLime – A Division of LIBLIME, Inc. 

Cataloging 
 

Resolving Holds When Deleting a Bibliographic Record or Item 
 

When a staff member attempts to delete an item or bib record with holds on it, Koha will now 
produce a pop-up notification alerting the staff member that there are holds.  The staff member 
can choose to continue with the delete, which will delete the item/bib as well as the holds, or to 
cancel and do nothing.  This feature works for both title- and item-level holds. 

When a hold is deleted during this process, a hold canceled notice is sent to the patron.  As with 
other notices, patrons may choose to opt in or out of the notice.  

 

Batch Item Edit  
 
LibLime has added batch item editing capability.  With the batch_item_edit granular permission 
on, go to Tools, Batch Edit Items.  You can select and edit Library, Item Type, Location, 
Permanent Location, Not For Loan, Damaged, Lost status, Withdrawn status, Use Restrictions, 
Holding Branch, and Collection Code.  In the left-hand column check the box next to the field(s) 
you want to search on, then use the pulldowns to identify your search criteria.  For batch editing, 
in the right-hand column check the box next to the setting(s) you want to change, and use the 
pulldowns to select the new value(s).  Then click Proceed. 
 
There is an option on the initial screen to upload a file of barcodes to edit instead of using the 
first column’s search options.  You would select the file name to upload, then make your edit 
selections in the second column of field 
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Other Item Statuses  
 
This LibLime-developed feature allows a library to define local statuses for items, and to control 
whether or not items with those statuses can have holds placed.  We identified an unused 
subfield (subfield k) in the 952 and used it for this purpose and, also created a new field named 
otherstatus in the items table.  Under Administration, Other Item Status, the library can define 
new statuses (e.g., Cataloging, Trace, Storage) and mark them holdable or not.  (This feature also 
requires some configuration changes to the MARC frameworks.) 
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The status is set either by editing the full item record, or by going to the Items tab in the title 
record and using the pulldown.   
 

 
 
These statuses show in both staff and OPAC item listings.  The status is cleared when an item is 
checked in, or by editing the status as above. 
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Staff display: 
 

 
 
OPAC display: 
 

 
 
 
 

Adding Additional Items Copies Item Data  
 
Library staff asked LibLime to develop a feature to make creating additional items easier.  
Search for an existing title in staff mode, and display it.  Clicking New, New Item on the title 
display page will open a new item screen with data (except barcode and other fields such as 
number of checkouts) copied from the first item attached to the record.  The acquisition date will 
be today (rather than date from first record). 
 
 

In Processing/Shelving Cart  
 
This LibLime feature allows both newly-created items and newly returned items to display as In 
Processing or Shelving Cart.  To configure, create authorized values of type LOC for In 
Processing and Shelving Cart (named PROC and CART, with whatever descriptions you want). 
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Set the syspref NewItemsDefaultLocation to the processing code (PROC), and when cataloging 
create items with their desired final shelving location.  All newly catalogued items will be 
temporarily set to the location in this preference. The original location code entered at item 
creation is stored in the new items table column 'permanent_location', for future use. With the 
system pref InProcessingToShelvingCart also turned on, check in new items with a location code 
for PROC.  They will be modified to have a new location code of CART and will display with 
that location’s description (usually Shelving Cart).  A cron job script runs at specified intervals to 
move items from CART to the permanent shelving location. (For example, an hourly cron entry 
of cart_to_shelf.pl --hours 3 where --hours is the amount of time an item should spend on the 
cart.) 
 
If the syspref ReturnToShelvingCart is turned on, any newly-checked-in item is also 
automatically put into the shelving cart, to be covered by the same script run.  Checkins with 
confirmed holds will not go into the shelving cart.  If items on the shelving cart are checked out, 
the location will be cleared. 
 
Staff display: 
 

 
 
 
OPAC display: 
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Ability to Edit Permanent Shelving Location for In Processing/Shelving 
Cart Feature  
 

LibLime previously delivered a feature which records the intended permanent shelving location 
at item creation and stores it in a separate field, then temporarily uses the regular shelving 
location field for In Processing or Shelving Cart values.  In certain situations, this has caused 
problems if a site mistakenly entered In Processing as the regular shelving location, or later 
wanted to change the permanent location (such as from New Book Shelf to Stacks).  If the 
permanent location field had an undesirable entry, the item would revert to that location after 
every checkin. 

 

We have added the ability to edit the permanent shelving location field in the item edit screen.  
Staff should not fill this field in as part of regular cataloging, but may use it to correct bad 
entries: 

 

 
 

Save Import Profiles  
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This LibLime-developed feature expands Koha’s MARC import function to allow creation of 
items with pre-defined fields and adding or stripping specified MARC tags.  Under Tools, Stage 
MARC Records for Import, upload a file.  
 

 
 
You will then see an option in mid-screen to either apply a saved profile or save your current 
settings as a profile.   
 

 
 
If you click the New Item button on the profile screen, you have the option to create one or more 
items with settings for item type, call number, etc. 
 
After clicking New Item: 
 

 
 
 
If you have added an item already, or are working from a saved profile, you can modify the item 
settings. 
 



LibLime Koha 4.2 Release Notes  Page 62 

Copyright 2011: LibLime – A Division of LIBLIME, Inc. 

 
 
In either case, an item edit screen will expand out and you can specify the settings for items to be 
added when the title is loaded. 

 
 
 
You can also use the Modify Subfields section to add or remove a MARC field or subfield from 
your incoming data file. 
 



LibLime Koha 4.2 Release Notes  Page 63 

Copyright 2011: LibLime – A Division of LIBLIME, Inc. 

 
 
 
 

ISBN-13 Indexing  
 
This feature adds index support for ISBN-13 entries. 
 
 
 

OPAC 

 
Remote stylesheets with apache for multi-URL OPAC setups  
 

This feature makes it easier for sites using multiple URLs and stylesheets for each member 
library. 

 

Bestseller’s Club and Email Notifications  
 
LibLime expanded on Kyle Hall’s earlier Clubs & Services feature.  The customer library 
wanted a way for patrons to join a bestseller's club and have holds automatically placed on any 
matching new title.  They also (separately) wanted emails to go to patrons when new titles 
matching certain criteria were added to the collection.  This feature is under Tools, Clubs and 
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Services.  There must first be at least one archetype for each type before a club or service can be 
created.  Multiple clubs/services can be created based on the archetype. 
 
There is also the option in the archetype setup to allow patron self-enrollment or require an email 
address in the patron record before a patron can join a club (a necessity for an email service). 
 
 

 
 
Create a new club, and fill out the data required. You can set the club by Title and/or Author; 
probably most of the time it will be author. The author field here has to match the author field of 
the items exactly. For example, to make a Larry Niven bestseller's club, fill in the author field 
with 'Niven, Larry.' (Don't enter the quote marks, but note the period after the name). After that, 
a batch hold is placed on any newly catalogued item where the author field is 'Niven, Larry.'.  
(NOTE:  Only applies to new titles, not to new items added to existing titles.) You can use % for 
truncation, like Personal memoir% or Niven, Lar% (for anything starting with that string).  
Under Clubs & Services Home, you can enroll new users, or click details to see current list and 
remove users.  You can also add/delete users from the patron record in staff or OPAC.  If the list 
is created to allow public enrollment, patrons can join through their OPAC account. 
 
You can restrict the clubs to certain item type codes, so that for example a hold would only be 
triggered on a book, not a DVD of the same title/author.  However, because a title can be added 
without items attached, the underlying club software must rely on the biblioitems.itemtype field, 
not the actual item record's setting.  When a record is imported, Koha sets this field from the first 
item type in the list of possible item types on your system, which may not be appropriate.  To be 
sure the title will be included or excluded from a club, before saving the title edit the 942 
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subfield c to the appropriate item type.  This is the field the club software uses; it does not look 
at the 952 subfield y. 
 

 
 
 
The mailing lists are based on two criteria, the itemtype and the callnumber. For example, if you 
want a list for new science fiction novels, and your sf books all begin with the call number 'SF 
author', then you would fill in the callnumber field with 'SF %'.  To limit to only the book 
itemtype, put 'BK' in the itemtype field ( assuming that is what you set the book itemtypes code 
to ).  (As above, this is looking at the 942c field, not the item-level item type.)  To make it work 
for all itemtypes, just put '%' in the itemtype field. For an inverse example, such as a new DVD 
list, just fill in the itemtype with 'DVD', and the author field with '%'.   For email notifications, 
the mailinglist.pl script will send out a weekly e-mail based on an Email List archetype. The e-
mail text is based on the template file found in the misc/cronjobs/mailinglist directory; this 
template can be customized for each library.  The script is also found in 
misc/cronjobs/mailinglist and should be cronned to run probably at least weekly.  The script 
looks for items created less than a specified number of days ago (command line parameter) 
matching the other parameters; if no date range is specified, it defaults to the last seven days.   
Example:  perl mailinglist.pl --start 14 --end 0 --name “NewItems" will produce a list of 
everything in the last 14 days based on the NewItems email service.  The --name parameter 
MUST match the policy name (not description) of an existing email service.  If no name is 
specified, the script will run for all existing services.  NOTE:  The delivered template file uses 
the syspref OPACBaseURL to create a direct link to the title record in the message text.  Make 
sure that syspref has the correct setting.  Also note that the AutoEmailPrimaryAddress syspref 
must be actively set to the proper patron email field. 



LibLime Koha 4.2 Release Notes  Page 66 

Copyright 2011: LibLime – A Division of LIBLIME, Inc. 

 
Patrons can join clubs or email lists through the OPAC if it is set up for public enrollment, or 
staff can enroll patrons.  If a title and item matching a club setup is added, everyone in the club 
gets an automatic hold placed on the item (the priority order is randomized each time).  Patrons 
who've joined an email list get a regular (probably weekly) email of any new titles matching the 
list criteria. 
 
Enrolling through the OPAC: 
 

 
 
When a new title is added a hold is placed automatically: 
 

 
 
 
 

OPAC Inactivity Timeout  
 
This LibLime feature allows a library to set a timeout for OPAC sessions in the new syspref 
ResetOpacInactivityTimeout.  After no inactivity for the specified time (in seconds), the browser 
will force a logout of the current user and return to the main OPAC page.  This is especially 
meant for public workstations in the library but will affect home users as well; a warning about 
the inactivity timeout should be added to the OPAC’s main page. 
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Clear Reading History  
 
Patrons with concerns about privacy can opt to clear their reading history if the library allows it.  
Turn this LibLime feature on with the syspref AllowReadingHistoryAnonymizing.  Then the 
option to clear will be in OPAC under Reading History tab and in staff mode at bottom of patron 
edit screen.   (OPAC display requires having existing syspref opacreadinghistory turned on.) 
 

 
 
This will delete anything that is not currently checked out from the patron’s reading history.  
Staff can also anonymize the reading history by editing the patron record and selecting the option 
under the  Disable Borrower Reading History section. 
 
 
 

OPAC “Did You Mean” Feature  
 
This LibLime-developed feature uses an open source dictionary to suggest five terms if an 
OPAC search term is misspelled or not found.  Clicking on one of the suggestions will do a new 
search based on that term. 
 
 

 
 
 

Site-Controlled Counts for Did You Mean  
 
LibLime previously delivered a Did You Mean feature for the OPAC, to offer alternative 
spelling suggestions.  This enhancement extends the feature to staff mode and creates two new 
system preferences, OPACSearchSuggestionsCount and StaffSearchSuggestionsCount.  If set to 
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zero, these sysprefs turn off the Did You Mean feature.  Otherwise, sites can specify the number 
of suggestions offered.  The default for both staff and OPAC is five. 
 
 
 
 

Turn Off My Messaging Tab in OPAC  
 
By default, newer versions of Koha allow patrons to set their own messaging settings for holds, 
advance notices, etc.  This LibLime feature lets a library turn off display of that tab in the OPAC 
if desired.  Use the new syspref opacmsgtab to turn on or off the OPAC My Messaging tab; this 
also controls display of the email/text message settings in the OPAC My Personal Details tab. 
 
 
 

OPAC and Staff Advanced Search Changes  
 
For both OPAC and Staff advanced search screens, this LibLime-developed feature moves 
subject, title, and call number search options higher in the pulldown list, and adds a Search 
button near the top of the screen so that users don’t have to scroll down to the bottom. 
 
OPAC advanced search: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Indexing and Search  
 

We have added a specialized index named “curriculum” for the 658 subfields a, b, and c.  The 
658 includes index terms denoting curriculum or course-of-study objectives applicable to the 
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content of the described materials.  This index is now searchable through staff or OPAC 
advanced search, with More Options clicked: 

 

 

OPAC Description for Authorized Values  
 

The configuration for authorized values (including Collection Code and Shelving Location) now 
has the ability to have a separate description for OPAC display as well as the original (now staff) 
description.  If there is no entry in the OPAC description field, the OPAC will use the staff 
description. 

 

Turn Off Item Type/Collection Code Search Section in Advanced 
Search  
 

The AdvancedSearchTypes and OPACAdvancedSearchTypes system preferences control 
whether the advanced search page has a section for searching by item type or collection code.  A 
third option (“none”) has been added into the pulldowns for these sysprefs.  If “none” is selected, 
the advanced search screen will not display that section at all. 

 

Sorting of Item Holdings in Staff and OPAC  
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The default sort order for items attached to a title in staff mode is the accession date in the item 
record (the date the item was created).  In the OPAC, it’s the (previous) first column in the items 
table (item type).  Thus, a particular library's holdings will be scattered through the list instead of 
grouped by library -- a real problem especially for serial issues.  This LibLime feature forces the 
primary sort in both staff and OPAC to be by branch library description, so that a library’s 
holdings display together. 
 
 

Rename OPAC Cart Feature as Desired  
 
Many sites do not like the name Cart for the OPAC feature; they would prefer something like 
Bookbag or Personal Shelf.  This LibLime-developed feature creates a new syspref 
opacbookbagName to rename the OPAC Cart feature if desired.  The syspref defaults to Cart, 
and if no text is entered, the code will also default to Cart. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Set Off Shelving Location in OPAC display  
 
As delivered, Koha’s OPAC item display runs the library branch description and the shelving 
location together in one line.  This LibLime feature forces a line break, and puts the shelving 
location in italics for better clarity. 
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Turn Off Place Holds Link at Top of OPAC Results List  
 
As delivered, the OPAC results list has a Place Hold link by each entry, but also allows users to 
check multiple entries and use a Place Hold link at the top of the screen.  This has caused 
problems for some sites with tight holds policies, so LibLime wrote a fix.  The new syspref 
DisplayMultiPlaceHold allows those sites to turn off the button if desired. 
 

 
 
 

Allow OPAC and Staff to Use Different Settings for Advanced Search  
 
The existing syspref AdvancedSearchTypes controlled whether the Advanced Search screen in 
both staff and OPAC would use either item types or collection codes as a type limit.  Certain 
libraries have specialized searching needs, and want to have one option for staff and another for 
patrons.  This LibLime-developed feature adds a new syspref, OPACAdvancedSearchTypes, to 
control the OPAC display.  The original syspref continues to control the staff display. 
 
 

Display 866 Summary Holdings Note in OPAC Main Detail Section  
 
LibLime wrote a feature to display the 866 subfield z holdings note in the OPAC title screen’s 
main display area, so the information is visible to patrons. 
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Control Display of ISBD Tab in OPAC  
 
The OPAC was not obeying the viewISBD syspref; LibLime wrote a patch to extend that 
functionality to the OPAC.  If that syspreff is off, this tab will not be visible. 
 

 
 

Search by Shelving Location  
 
In the OPAC advanced Search, if More Options is active, LibLime added a section to search by 
shelving location: 
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Flag for SSL Enabled to fix 3rd Party Enhanced Content in OPAC  
 
LibLime added a check for SSL in the OPAC for Syndetics and LibraryThing.  If a site has SSL 
enabled, this feature automatically uses the appropriate https form of the URL rather than the 
http version. 
 
 
 

Turn off Fines Display in OPAC Account  
 
LibLime contributed to a feature that turns off both the Fines tab and the fines column in the 
patron’s OPAC account if the library does not use fines.  If the OPACFinesTab syspref is off, 
this information is hidden. 
 
 

Serials 
 

Item Defaults Stored in Subscription Record  
 
Item defaults can be stored in the subscription record when the subscription is set to create a new 
item record when receiving the serial.  These options appear at the bottom of the add/modify 
subscription screen.  When defaults are entered into the subscription record, they are 
automatically added to the item record for new serials (see figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Highlighted are the item defaults entered into the subscription record.  In addition to 
item defaults, home library, holding library and barcode are also copied into the new item record. 
 

 

 

 

Web-Based Self-Check System 
 

Automated Staff Login  
 
Koha has a web-based self-check page, where staff users can log in to activate the page and then 
patrons can check out their own materials.  Certain small libraries asked for this feature to be 
automated, so that no manual staff login was required.  This LibLime-developed feature adds 
three new sysprefs, AutoSelfCheckAllowed, AutoSelfCheckID, AutoSelfCheckPass.  The library 
should create a self-check staff user with Circ privileges.  Then, to use this feature, turn on the 
AutoSelfCheckAllowed syspref and enter the ID and password of the self-check staff user.  The 



LibLime Koha 4.2 Release Notes  Page 75 

Copyright 2011: LibLime – A Division of LIBLIME, Inc. 

self-check script will look for these sysprefs and if present and activated, do an automatic login 
to the self-check page and come up ready for patron use. 
 
 

Bug Fixes 
 
Fixes problems with certain Amazon content not displaying.  

 
In OPAC XSLT results and title display, a title with an ampersand in it would show the character 
as &amp; instead of as &.  This patch fixes the problem for OPAC display; it will later be 
extended to staff XSLT display.  
 
Added instructional wording on OPAC Reading History screen.  
 
Hold priority list needs additional status for items assigned but not working – adds assigned/in 
transit statuses to holds priority list.  
 
Holds queue report includes items already allocated – removes the extraneous entries.  
 
Transferring an item does not update date last seen – adds a date update.  
 
"Your Cart is Currently Empty" popup displays underneath News header – fixes a display 
problem.  
 
Sticky calendar renew date doesn't work – fixes calendar gadget in patron checkout/renewals 
column.  
 
Some Letters template variables are not available to certain notice types – LibLime-developed 
fix allows for use of some specific item fields in advance notices, such as <<items.date_due>>, 
<<items.itemcallnumber>>.  It also allows use of date due or issue date in the 
checkin/checkout/item due notices.  
 
Miscellaneous OPAC XSLT fixes for various display problems.  
 
Non-staff patrons logging into the OPAC don't have option to place holds from Public Lists – 
adds the Place Hold option into lists.  
 
With multiple 5XX fields, the font display gets progressively smaller – fixes this XSLT display 
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problem.  
 
Remove unimplemented upcoming events message – this messaging option was never 
implemented and caused much confusion for staff and patrons.  
 
We did some development to allow use of remotely-stored stylesheets for 
sites with multiple OPAC interfaces (separate URLs).  In the past, these 
custom stylesheets had to be stored on the Koha server, which made it 
harder to make changes in them.  Storing the stylesheets remotely allows 
easier access.  
 
We added several patches and wrote others to fix Koha bugs and enhance 
holds, hold and transfer reports, and transfers between libraries.  
 
We've fixed some problems and added extra SIP functionality for various 
sites.  
 
The Koha version 3.x record format has always stored item records in the 
same table field as the MARC record.  Since there is a size limit on that 
field, titles with large numbers of items (such as journals) were unable 
to save all the items on one title record; they had to be split among 
several title records.  We have split the item storage apart from the MARC 
record storage so this problem no longer exists.  A single title record 
can now have hundreds of item records attached to it.  
 
We've loaded a patch to remove the hardcoded limit of 10,000 on 
downloading records from reports.  Sites can specify a limit in the report 
setup, but won't be cut off at 10,000 records.  We also made some other 
fixes to report length and pagination.  
 
We've loaded several patches to fix problems with the Koha label creator 
program.  
 
We have made several fixes to staff and OPAC XSLT displays, including 
titles with ampersands.  
 
We've created some table indexes and made other fixes to improve response 
time in patron searching and display.  
 
We've added barcode padding and library barcode prefix options into the 
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code.  
 
We have integrated the GetIt acquisitions program into the Koha codebase.  
 
We added a patch to include audible circulation alerts for staff.  
 
We added a patch to increase speed on z39.50 searching and to run z39.50 
connection over SSL.  
 
We loaded a patch to display home branch rather than current branch on 
item records.  
 
 
Other fixes:  
 
We corrected several staff home page links and functionality including 
home page checkout.  We also fixed problems with clicking on 
authority-linked fields in the bib display, with saving a newly-created 
title, with OPAC renewals, and with diacritics searches.  We also loaded 
several other minor bug fixes. 

 


